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r By DrewTetherilon^^^^^ "Dennis Berend, 

;-and John Chinmiing8 ^^;^ response to a Newsday request for 

• With atleast the tectf d6n 'i ““"T? "I 
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency pffk! >J2^* U ^ from unamed and, at best 

cials, operatives linked to anti*CastrQ , .:'.°* 5SCUre f ourees * !- '• 

terrorists introduced African swine fe---.V, Why thev i ru s turned up in Cuba 
ver virus into Cuba in 1971. Sir weeks ! A 83 been 8 mystery to animal investiga- 
later an outbreak of the disease forcS^^since the outbreak. Informed spec-; 
the slaughter of 600,000 pigs to prevent . ulation assumed the virus entered 
a nationwide anixmd epidemic. ' . Cuba either in garbage from a cora- 

A U.S. lnteiiigence source tpld h 1 sausages brought 

. Newsday he was given the virus in a . r j? *? erc h ant searne '!- However, on 
sealed, unmarked container at a U.§. baa * n? over 

Army base and CIA training ground 0» t *»» with U.S. intelligence 

the Panama Cabal Zone, with instruc- . ^^ s '. Cuban exdes and scientists 

tlons to turn it over to -the anU-Castro the outbreak-whidi oc- 

.incurred two years after then President 

• i'ilm' * ’«£. 'v* : - ; . j'''3Ricihard Nixon had banned the use of 

• IP 1 ?* .outbreak, the tot_and ^offensive chemica l and biological war- 
only tune tile disease has hit West- ; fflre _ Newda Wfl3 ab , 8 to piece to . 

..em Hemisphere, was ikbeled the tVirmt, fee following account of evenU 

donning event" of 1971 by the United ■ Jeadingup to the outbreak. ,- 

ration. African swine fever is a highly J,.™ 6 V‘ S ; so . urc ® sa * d . 

contagious and usually, lethal viral dis- .that eaxly In 1971 he was given the vi« 

. ease that infects only pigs and, unlike sSf 3? ?. s® 8 ^* unmmked container at 
swine flu, cannot be transmitted to hu- v FL Guiidc, an Army base in the Pana-- 
mans. There were no human deaths in-'J.™ 8 Canal Zone. The CIA also operates 
volved in the outbreak, but all produc - % 8 Paramilitary training center for ca, 
tion of pork, a Cuban staple, came to' a f »er Personnel and metcenar.es at Pi. 
halt, apparently for several months. ' r J$t 


Uulick. 't he source saicj tie' was ‘glyep 
instructions ' to turn the container with ) 
the virus over to members of an anti- j 
."Castro 1 group. The container then v? 89 **! 
givanlto a peteon in; the Canal Zone,. 

; who took it by boaband turned' it over',-; 
i.to ;j» fishing trawler" off the Panamani-U 
an coast. The source said the substance .£ 
;,wap not identified to him untilmpnthsr' 
' after 1 the outbreak in Cuba.He would J 
; not elaborate further. y-{U:V T fl 

& f Another man; involved. in . the bperaV-j 
. tion, aCiibap exile who asked potto be’* 
. identified", said he was on the trawler .] 
/when the 'virus was put aboard al a .: 

■ prearranged rendezvous point ;Wf Bo-'-' 
. ca\del. Tor by. Panama.' He said the [j 
- trawler carried the virus to Navassa l£j 
land, a dederted, tiny, -U.S.-owned is- i 
[ land between Jamaica and Haiti. From '; 
£- there, after the trawler made a . brief ,! 
; stopover,- the, container was taken to- J 
V Cuba smd given- to other operatives on-; 
j/the southern coast hear the U.S.Navy-j 
base at Guantanamo Bay in latej 
V March/ according to the source}on the : 
y trawler. The baseis 100 m i lei .due :jj 
^norlh of Navassa; - i ;*;.*.* \ f ^ 

^ . -.Tlie' source' on the trawler said he [ 
| had po direct, knpwledge of whether- the : 
C virus that came from Ft Gulick was ie-« 
f sponsible for the outbreak in Havana^ 
t 600 miles northwest of Guantanamo. A v 
f- pa per .prepared by the Cubans -for .a.1 
scientific conference in Mexico^City/ 
I jSaid .tb&Tir s't iick pigs , were foiuhd.^ 

& m ri k... .. ft* \zi," r f *V- ^ ‘ hffi 

sentioyiy, 
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“disease could have existed 
Ipefore it was found/’ the techn- 
id/ adding that it was irnpossi- 

.'disease easily could have gone unde- J !° r operauuiw asju.oi.yuoa, »*> w pinpoint the source of _ the epi- 

** .-j . „ rn,., u-j have become more restive as they view denuc.,,.. r .v**.- 

1 transmitted raniriil< thmiivh ‘th» fnnd nJ-J-rwhat they believe to be an increasing // In a speech- on. July .26, 1971, Castro 
••Sr ‘ lL P ' y | hr0lJgh th 5 !ood # move toward rapprochemeU between::; said: .origin of the epidemic has 

Castro and the United States/^^not yt been ascertained- It could be 
k} The source^ on thevtr^wler^yno had , Congressional sources with access to accidental or it could have been the re- 

some CIA records said the swine fever' suit of enemy activity. Oh various occa- 

[ o 1 utionary 
groups based in 

^ > yet My 

^werewellpaid fortius andCuban exile ^ aV( ^ frustrated.' The Senate Se-*T ; categorically that it was either.”, 
.^groupa don^hay^ ttot kind of money •-.^•iect Committee on Intelligence said in Ft.' Gulick,. where the U.S. intellig- 

r 'Vita firial rennrt last vear that the Armv'i^ence source sai'd he was eiven the com 


f been trained by the CIA and. had car- 




lr r He said, be was revealing the infer- ;i gtroyed. 


trains army officers from 17 Latin 


^znation because he la a member of an ^ According to the Cuban scientific pa-', >• American countries. Unofficially, ac- 
exile group being investigated by the ., per, presented in August, -1971, the ^ cording to' intelligence sources, it is a 
United States in connection with terror* 'country’s entire production of pork'C' staging area for co v e r t operations in 
1st activity in Florida. His account was _ came to a standstill until the disease '/the Caribbean and Latin America. 

• confirmed by ..a n o t he r intelligence was confined to Havana Province and; .'former CIA official Victor Marchetti, 
^source in Miami. The source said he ■ eradicated by slaughtering the infected ’ author of "The CIA and the Cult of In- 
}i had no proof that the operation was pjgg and incinerating thei r 'remains.^ teliigence,” told Newsday that the CIA 
. approved by CIA officials in Washing- ; ' Cuba reported that about 500, 000 pigs*i* had its own base near Gulidc where it 
:'ton, but added: “In a case like this, :: were slaughtered. The rvon-Spyiebbloc!/ -trained' its own operatives. He said 1 
/though, .they .would always give/ agricultural technician then in Cuba-- Gulick also was used to train merce- 
| them [CIA officials in Washington] said any Havana resident- who - ccwild j ria’ries and career CIA personnel in 
plausible' <Jeniability." '/ was keeping a pig in, the backyard to. ’ paramilitary operations. Asked about 

|jy\ The investigation referred' to by the, >. alleviate a chronic shortage of me a t^'the s wi he' fever outbreak, Marchetti 
^operative; on the trawler involves a fed--.;, Pigs often were obtained from, relatives?? said he had no personal knowledge of 
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